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called * Mannikin,' the King could hardly repress a smile, and the
Princes who stood by openly shouted with laughter.
Turning to the King, Prince Mannikin said with great dignity :
1 Pray laugh if it pleases your Majesty, I am glad that it is in
my power to afford you any amusement; but I am not a plaything
for these gentlemen, and I must beg them to dismiss any ideas of
that kind from their minds at once,' and with that he turned upon
the one who had laughed tho loudest and proudly challenged him
to a single combat. This Prince, who was called Fadasse, accepted
tho challenge very scornfully, mocking at Mannikin, whom he felt
sure had no chance against himself; but the meeting was arranged
for the next day. When Prince Mannikin (quitted the King's
presence he was conducted to tho audience hall of the Princess
Sabella, The sight of so much beauty and magnificence almost
took his breath away for an instant, but, recovering himself with
an effort, he said:
'Lovely Princess, irresistibly drawn by tho boauty of you*
portrait, I come from tho other end of tho world to offer my services
to you. My devotion knows no bounds, but my absurd name has
already involved me in a quarrel with one of your courtiers* To-
morrow I am to fight this ngly, overgrown Prince, and I beg you
to honour tho combat with your prosonco, and prove to tho world
that there is nothing in a name, and that you deign to accept
Mannikin as your knight/
"When it came to this tho Princess could not help being amused,
for, though sho had no heart, who was not without humour. How-
ever, she answered graciously that she accepted with pleasure,
which encouraged tho Prince to entreat further that «ho would not
show any favour to his adversary.
* Alas I' said she, * I favour none of those fool ink people, who
weary me with their sentiment and their folly. I do vory well as
I am, and yet from one year's end to another they talk of nothing
but delivering me from some imaginary affliction. Not a word do
I understand of all their pratings about love, and who knows what
dull things besides, which, I declare to you, I cannot oven romomber.*
Mannikin, was quick enough to gather from this Hpooch that to
amuse and interest the Princess would bo a far surer way of gain-
ing her favour than to add himself to tho lint of thoflo who continu-
ally teased her about that mystoriauB thing callod * love * which
she was so incapable of comprehending* So he began to talk of
his rivals, and found in each of them something to make merry

